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is a compulsory part of their 
course and is linked to their 
assessment of Literacy – Oracy 
Skills. You will be contacted 
closer to the date to book a time 
slot with your child’s teacher. 

Accident Insurance 

The Education Department 
does not provide personal acci-
dent insurance or ambulance 
cover for students. Parents and 
guardians of students, who do 
not have accident insurance / 
ambulance cover, are responsi-
ble for paying the cost of medi-
cal treatment, including the cost 
of ambulance attendance / 
transportation should the unfor-
tunate need present. 

Good Luck 

I wish all students and their 
families the very best for the 
year ahead. I look forward to 
watching the students and col-
lege develop in the coming 
year. 

Rod Sheehan - Principal 

Firstly, I would like to welcome 
all new families to the college 
and welcome back all continu-
ing families. It is great to have 
siblings, relatives and friends of 
current and former students 
enrolling as we commence to 
build a new history at Peter 
Lalor Vocational College. We 
encourage parents and guardi-
ans to be active participants by 
actively communicating with the 
college and participating in col-
lege community events.  

We would like to welcome our 
new Assistant Principal, David 
McKay. David brings a wealth of 
experience in education and 
has previously been a Campus 
Principal at Malmsbury. His 
approach is very hands-on and 
he is committed to the develop-
ment of both staff and students 
to ensure the best outcomes for 
young people.  

Additionally, we welcome Ben 
Smith [Teacher] and three new 
Integration Aids: Steve Stokes, 
Joanne Newcombe and Angela 
Bartole. All of these staff will 
have a positive impact on our 
students through their passion 
for educating young people. 

Excellent Start to the Year 

It is always a pleasure to show 
visitors around the college 
knowing that our students 
demonstrate a mature and ac-
tive approach to learning. Walk-
ing around the college this year 
the students are engaged in 
their work, actively participating 

and being respectful towards 
staff, visitors and each other. 
Much of this is attributed to the 
work of our teachers who have 
spent countless hours designing 
an applied learning program 
that continues to attract atten-
tion and interest of other applied 
learning educators around the 
state.   

Student Numbers 

We have had significant growth 
in previous years. This year the 
College will grow marginally and 
we will commence with 141 
students. In each year level we 
have: Foundation (42 students), 
Intermediate (53 students) and 
Senior (46 students). Naturally, 
this will fluctuate slightly 
throughout the year.  

School Council Elections and 
Annual General Meeting 

We are calling for parents to 
join the school council. No spe-
cial qualifications are required 
except an interest in your child’s 
education. All parents, guardi-
ans and community members 
are encouraged to nominate – 
see form attached to this news-
letter. 

3-Way Conference – 18 April 
2016 (1.30pm-7.30pm) 

Our parent teacher interviews 
are conducted as a ‘3-Way 
Conference’ where students 
give a presentation about their 
goals, the work they have com-
pleted to date and information 
about their VET program. This 
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Principal’s Report 

Dates to Remember     2016 Term Dates 

22 Feb - Parent BBQ 5.30-7pm    Term 1 - 27 Jan to 24 Mar 

14 Mar - Labour Day     Term 2 - 11 Apr to 24 Jun 

24 Mar - Last Day Term 1    Term 3 - 11 Jul to 16 Sept 

11 Apr - First Day Term 2    Term 4 - 3 Oct to 20 Dec 

18 Apr - 3-way Conferences 
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Welcome to Foundation VCAL 

At Peter Lalor Vocational College (PLVC) young people are empowered to make 
positive choices through relevant and engaging education programs that provide 
opportunities to explore academic, personal and vocational potential. 

Students have made a personal choice to continue their education at the PLVC 
and achieve their senior secondary qualification. Our Foundation VCAL students 
will undertake a broad array of learning programs that will allow them to build 
social capacities and attain academic and vocational success. 

We are excited about the year ahead and trust that students will enjoy their ex-
perience at PLVC and achieve the best possible outcomes. 

Belinda Batty, Ben Smith & Peter Akbiyik 

Foundation VCAL Teaching Team 
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INTERMEDIATE 

The Intermediate level have had an extremely busy start to the year. All of our new 
students have been warmly welcomed by the ongoing students and everyone seems 
to have had a happy beginning.  

The team have planned several excursions to enhance and extend the classroom 
academic activities based on the theme of War and Peace. On Tuesday 16th February 
we visited the Plenty Valley Regional Library in Lalor to kick start our Book Club pro-
gram. We look forward to continually working with the Library throughout the year. 
On Thursday 18th February we will be attending the annual whole school picnic. On 
23rd February will be visiting the Spirit of ANZAC exhibition as the RSL generously 
covered all admission costs for our students. We will also be visiting the National 
Gallery on 1st March. On 17th March students will be involved in several workshops 
at the Employment Opportunity Fair, and on the last day of term the students will 
visit the Shrine of Remembrance to participate in several educational opportunities 
and lay a wreath at the eternal flame.  

In between all of those exciting excursions we have planned lots of exciting hands 
on classroom activities to stimulate learning, discussion and critical thinking. We ac-
tively invite parent participation and discussion. Please don’t hesitate to contact the 
team if you would like any further information or would like to join us on any of the 
fantastic excursions.  

Melanie Brooks 
Intermediate Coordinator.  

 

Photos – Jacinta and George with completed origami peace cranes   
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SENIOR 

 
Welcome to the new school year.  

My name is Gabby Panozzo and I am the Senior Year Level Coordinator for 2016. With 
a background in Community Work and Youth Work, and in my third year at the school, 
I hope to be able to support all our students to make the most of their Senior Year at 
Peter Lalor Vocational College.  

I work each weekday except Wednesdays, and if you would like to get in touch with 
me, I can be most easily reached on panozzo.gabrielle.f@edumail.vic.gov.au  

I look forward to meeting all of you at some stage, hopefully at our upcoming school 
BBQ. It will be a great chance for parents and carers to meet the teaching team and 
our support staff. We can also show you around the learning spaces we are using for 
the year. Come and say hello to the spiny stick insects living in A5.  

The other members of our Senior teaching team are Jamie Gray and Tracy Cooknell. 

Jamie was part of the Senior team last year and is a wealth of information about the 
curriculum. Tracy joins the Senior team after a year with me at the Intermediate level 
in 2015, so like myself, already knows a lot of the students we are teaching this year.  

The Senior VCAL year will require students to increase their self management and use 
of initiative. The expectation at this level is that students are the 'drivers' of their learn-
ing. This is in preparation for their entry into the workforce. The expectation is that 
students will arrive on time and prepared to work for class, they will make productive 
use of their time while there, and take advantage of the numerous and diverse oppor-
tunities to engage with their learning this year. 

It has been a relaxed start to the year with students and teachers getting to know each 
other and the expectations for 2016. The remainder of term one will see the Senior 
students undertaking a unit on 'Crime'. We will be supplementing our classroom activi-
ties with many excursions, applying a hands on approach to investigating and docu-
menting some of our fascinating and dark history.  

I will keep you updated with what we are working on, and ask that if you have any ide-
as or contacts that may add value to what we are offering, could you please get in 
touch. The more we can make the learning 'real' and interesting, the more fun we will 
have this year. 

We will be sending information home regarding excursion permissions shortly, as well 
as information regarding the optional Senior Level Hoodie that will be available for 
purchase. If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to get in touch. 

Here's to a great Senior Year. 

Gabby Panozzo 

Senior Coordinator 

https://www.edumail.vic.gov.au/owa/redir.aspx?SURL=4uXKRvDCNgjggtFdK1tp4a95AJthR4-5WMr9WPb56rRFNuw4SjPTCG0AYQBpAGwAdABvADoAcABhAG4AbwB6AHoAbwAuAGcAYQBiAHIAaQBlAGwAbABlAC4AZgBAAGUAZABtAGEAaQBsAC4AdgBpAGMALgBnAG8AdgAuAGEAdQA.&URL=mailto%3apanozzo.gabrielle.f%40
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